being the slave to one's mind. Be wise, therefore, and learn*to
discipline your mind. So you will be able to live with me. Other-
wise I have no need of anyone. Nor am I conceited enough to
want to teach you or anyone else. I have a pupil, to train whom
is the most difficult task* It is only by training that pupil that
I can do some good to you, to India or the world. That pupil is
myself, what I call my mind. Only those who thus become their
own pupils are fit to stay here. Others who cannot stand such a
life had better not stay here. Such a person would do well to
leave this place. It is a sin, however, to do anything blindly (with-
out a purpose, mechanically), I want no such thing,
[From Gujarati]
Gandkijini Sadhana

324. INTERVIEW WITH E. M. GORGES1

PRETORIA,
May 27, 1914

Upon Clause 1 Mr. Gandhi indicated that he valued this provision main-
ly for the sake of appearances. He thought that the appointment of a largt
number of Indian priests as marriage officers might easily lead to abuses, as
some persons representing themselves as priests might not be of the highest
character. He contemplated therefore that a somewhat sparing use would be
made of the power of appointment, and that only such priests would be selected
as were known to be of unimpeachable reputation. He thought that, for practi-
cal purposes, the machinery of registration under Clause 2 would and should
become the usual method of legalizing Indian marriages, and he therefore
deprecated very strongly the limitation of the right to such marriages only as
existed at the commencement of the Act2

1 On May 30, 1914, the Governor-General, Lord Gladstone, addressed
a despatch to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, forwarding printed copies
of the draft Indians* Relief Bill, and pointing out certain verbal amendments
made therein.   In the course of the despatch, the Governor-General reported;
"Mr. Gandhi  has been summoned from Natal, and a copy of the Bill af
printed was handed to him by the Secretary for the Interior on Wednesday
morning. After perusing it he saw Mr. Gorges again on Wednesday afternoon
I understand that he seemed on the whole to be satisfied, and that tin
substance of the interview may be summarised as follows."   No other repor
of the interview is available.

2 The despatch continued: "I may mention that I had previously causec
to be conveyed to Mr. Goiges an expression of regret at the iBtroductk*
of the worth 'at the commencement of this Act'. Mr. Gorges said that the]
bad been inserted by General Smuts* direction, but he did not know whethea